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tors Refuse to Attend a

Party Caucus.

Dubois, Pettigrew, Mantle,
Cannon and Teller

Were the Absentees,
Squire,

Will Decide on Their Future
Course When the Latter Ar¬

rives in Washington.
Wolcott's Resolution on Bimetallism

a Sop to Friends of the
White Metal.

POOR SHOW FOR DINGLEY BILL.

That Measure Sent to the Steering Com¬
mittee, from Which Its Friends

Will Have Hard Work
Rescuing It.

Washington, D. C., Dec. 8..Six silver
Senators practlcaly declared themselves out
the Republican caucus to-day, and occupy a

position of armed neutrality toward their
former associates and the legislative poli¬
cies they may declare. Senator Toller,
chief of the six, is still absent from the

city, but the other Ave, Dubois, Mantle,
Cannon, Pettigrew and Squire, acted Under
his advice and suggestion.
The caucus developed two things, that

the majority of the Republicans do not
deem it expedient to attempt to pass the
Dingley bill, if that -were possible, and
second ,that It is impossible to get enough
votes to enact that measure into law. It
also showed that a bluff is to be made
with the object in view of making the
friends of silver believe the Republican
party is favorably inclined toward that
money metal. The conspicuous feature of
the caucus was the absence of the recal¬
citrant Senators, who refused to be bound
by the tenets of faith of the St. Louis Con¬
vention, and then and there severed their
connection with the Republican party.
Notices of the caucus were sent to them,
but none of those now in the Senate at¬
tended.' Senator Dubois, who was a mem¬
ber of the Steering Committee, which has
charge of the political work of the party
in connection with legislation, and is also
secretary of the caucus, sent a letter to
Chairman Sherman resigning both places.

It may be that this is a pointer as to the
position intended to be asumed by the sil¬
ver men, or it might indicate only the per¬
sonal intention of the Senator from Idaho.
Senator ( aunon, after the caucus was over,
said that his refusal to enter the caucus

was not due to any preconcerted arrange¬
ment on the part of the silver Senators.
He declared that while he was as radical

as ever on the silver question, he must not
be understood as having abandoned any
other principles that h may have advocated
and which te Republicans in common with
him advocated. He was now ci much of a

protectionist as he ever was. Beyond this,
however, he did not talk, nor could it be
inferred from what he said that he would
join his erstwhile Republican brethren* in
paslng a comprehensive tariff bill through
the next Congress. It is worthy of note,
though, tat the Republicans hope to concili¬
ate Mesrs. Cannon and Mantle aud get
them back in the fold.
The resignation of Mr. Dubois was re¬

ceived without comment, and Senator Wil¬
son, one of the bright young men of the
body, was made Secretary of the 'caucus
and Messrs. Hansborougli, of North Da¬
kota, and Shoup, of Idaho, Dubois's col¬
league, were made members of the steer¬
ing committee.

Dingley Bill Not In Favor.
The Dingley bill was the burden of most

of the song that was sung at the caucus.

Under the leadership of Senators Hale and
Frye, of Maine, and Galllnger, of New
Hampshire, an effort was made to turn the
sentiment of the meeting in favor of this
proposed tariff bill, but such men as Al-
dricli, of Rhode Island, and Morrill, of
Vermont, chai'rman of the Finance Com¬
mittee, stemmed this tide aud threw it
back.
Senator Aldrich, who has been so cau¬

tious in talking with newspaper men about
what should or should not be done with
respect to this bill, struck out from the
shoulder when the doors of the marble
room were closed upon him and his asso¬
ciates. The discussion was not so much
along the lines' of whether the bill could
or could not be passed as on the question
of expediency.
Mr. Aldrich called attention to the lack

of votes in the chamber. As a simple mat¬
ter of arithmetic It became apparent that
the necessity existed for seven more votes
than were in sight, and if those Senators
who insisted that the bill should be passed
and those newspapers that werb crying for
the enactment into law of the bill now on
the calendar, would but Indicate where
these votes could be had, much headway
would be made, Mr. Aldrich said, towards
a solution of the problem. It was to Mr
Aldrich an idle proposition, and any one
conversant with the condition of affairs in
the Senate should be abi<i to see through it.
Again he put the matter in a different

light by emphasizing the parliamentary
status of the bill. It was now on the cal¬
endar with the House provisions stricken
out and a free coinage substitute attached.
How was this free silver rider to be got
rid of.' Practical answeus to these prac¬
tical questions were more desirable than
mere appeals to do something. The onlv
way the bill could be called up would be
on a motion to recommit or 011 tne question
of consideration and the moment that mo¬
tion was made the Senate was brought face
t<> race with a debate 011 the financial ques-

Under such conditions, in a short session
Mr. Aldrich wanted to know when a vote
would be reached. The Rhode Island Sen¬
ator also denied that it was the part of
wisdom to consider this bill at. the present
time. It was not satisfactory and would
lead to endless efforts to amend and brine
confusion upon the short session, which
nas all it can do to enact necessary legis¬
lation of a non-partisan character and sret
the appropriation bills out of the waj£

Aldrich Sustained by BIorrlH.
In tills position Mr. Aldrich was sustained

by Mr. Morill, the Nestor of the Republican
party, and after some more debate the
whole subject was referred to the Steerinz
Committee, with instrii«,y«uiiis to report at

¦I future caucus after tliat committee bad
been practically instructed to bring ii.1 a.re-
port against taking up the bill. ^SenatorLodsre recently went to Canton to receive a
message from Mr. McKlnley. about. the at-
tltude to be asunied ons this bill, he failed
to convey that message to the caucus tnis

afMrn°Wolcott, of Colorado, ^ho stood by
the St. Louis ticket, took .V^J'^^ iuverthe matter of doing something for sin er.
It was a very little, but it Probably a.i
that the Republican party wm seek to do
while it is in power. The proposition is

the barren ideality of an l"[^national mon^etary conference. His resolution Inst
the chairman. Senator Sherman, to 11ipp<olnt
a special committee of fi\e tetsnato -

tliisvise some legislation to be enacted at this
cession that will give the new admlnlstratfon authority tl V-ltc the ..thevloa
commercial nations to join w 1th us In 1#
international conference, and to appoint a

portion of the delegates thereto. The Sen
ate will, as it lias done in the Past, ai>
point its representatives, and

nWhlsnerwil do likewise. There was not a whlspe

Mr upar endeavored to «ui 1

ssg.rc-sggiSSshowever, retorted that 1
oail thereported adversely. that h

a show ofmensure up any liow, and
hands in the Senate.

t even SenatorscSf" Another caucus
will be held in a few days.

Senator Mantle Explains.
Senator Mantle, of Montana refused to

give any reasons for not attendir g
caucus'. He said: "I did not refuse to

attend the caucus. I simply did not go. - .

I sincerely trust that I have not lef the
Ttenubllcan party forever, nor lert it »alt. I realize that I an, at variance with
it, but I have hopes thatt\vlll get back
to the old standard so that I can con

seientiously support the platforms and prln-
r.inio« of the narty. I have always ueeu

an ardent Republican, and have ever
worked hard for Republican lntevests

financial hpoilcv,r' n^w/T^S other
minor tilings put forth by f*3 party as it
stands to-day.
In regard to tariff legislation, I am glad

to sav that I am a protectionist, provided,
of course that it benefits the West as well
as the East. However, if by blocking tariff
leirislation, we can do the cause of free
-ih-er any good. I, for one, shall be only too
glad and willing to assist in staying I .

What we shall do, or what course we bhall
nursue, I am not prepared to saj. Alter
the arrival of Senator Teller, whom we all
resnect for his riper and matuver judgment,
we shall probably get together ^. ngree
upon a line of action, governed by his ad

Vl^ protective' tariff alone will not 'ielp us.

tliat our nfoney is at fault and bimetallism
is the only remedy. I do not wish to be
minted as saving I am absolutely and surelySuing totry and delay tariff legislation, but
I believe the tariff question to be of less
importance than the financial
to advance the cause of silver I ,.®sist in effectiug a compromise by delaying
¦1 discussion of the tariff. However, e\eT.gthing will depend upon conditions and the
actions of the Republican paitj.

What Will Gold Senator* Do?
The action of the six Republican silver

Senators who bolted the St. Louis < omen

tion in refusing to enter the caucus opens
interesting question as to the prou-

Hi'crc '!»
;?T, irnlrntWRV P",y
fellowship to their erring brethien.

CUBA UP ON THURSDAY.
Senator Collum Gives Notice That He Will

SpeaU for Her on That Day-House Dis¬
cusses Pension Appropriations.

Washington, Dec. S.-The Senate spent
less than half an hour in session to-da>
and then adjourned until to-morrow as a

mark of respect to the memory of the late

ex-Speaker Crisp, whose death during the
recess was officially communicated n a

message from the House. The only busi¬
ness transacted during the half hour was

the presentations of a communication from
several of the departments and of petitions,
some of them favoring the passage of the
Dingley bill. An effort was made by Mr.
Call (Dem., Fla.) to get In a resolution on

the subject of Cuba, but as that stage of
morning business had not been reached he
was forced to wait for another day. Notice
was given by Mr. Cullom (Rep., 111.) that
he would next Thursday submit some re¬
marks on the subject.
The House promptly got down to business

to-da/, resuming the call of committees
where it left off at the close of last ses¬

sion. Under the call the Committee on

Post Offices and Post Roads occupied near¬

ly three hours of the sessron, in that period
securing the passage of three bills.
These were: Authorizing the use of pri¬

vate postal cards; authorizing the Postmas¬
ter-General to allow an indemnity not ex¬

ceeding $10 in any one case for the loss of
registered packages or letters, and au¬

thorizing the appointment of letter car¬

riers at offices where the free delivery sys¬
tem Is not established, the cost thereof to
be borne by the patrons.
The General Pension Appropriation bill

tvas then taken up and Mr. Grow (Rep.,
T>a.) made a brief speech in favorofa
protective tariff, attacking the President s
commendation in his message of the pres¬
ent Tariff law. The Tension bill was
passed without amendment.
The documents in the contest of 1 nomas

E Watson vs. J. C. C. Black for a seat In
the fifty-fourth Congress from the Tenth
Georgia District were received from the
Clerk of the House and by the Speaker re¬
ferred to the Committee on Elections No. 1
At 1:20 the House adjourned until to-mor¬
row.

SPAIN GROWS HOSTILE.

Bitter Comments on Cleveland's Reference to
Affaiis in Cuba,

Paris, Dec. 8..The Madrid correspondent
of the Temps telegraphs that that part of
Cleveland's message referring to Cuba has
caused widespread comment and much ad¬
verse criticism. The dispatch adds that
everywhere an unfavorable Impression has
been produced by the pretensions of the
United States and their threatening atti¬
tude toward Spain.
The Spanish newspapers publish bitter ar¬

ticles on the subject, in which they at¬
tribute the attitude of the United States
to self-impArtance, springing from the con¬

cessions by Great Britain in the Venezuela
matt«*.

Li to Give No Commercial Orders.
Berlin, Dec. 8.The Tageblatt has a dis¬

patch from Tlen-Tsin saying that LI Hung
Clmng has decided to abandon completely
his projected giving out of large commer¬
cial orders.

BEEN KILLED ?
The Cuban Leader Said to

Have Been Slain
in Battle.

Body of a Man Answering
His Description Found

on the Field,

The Clothing and Other Articles
Were Marked with the

Initials "A. M."

Brave Insurgent Had Just Crossed the

Spanish Trocha, Outflanking
General Weyler.

YOUNG GOMEZ SAID TO BE DEAD.

Son of the Cuban Commander-in-Chief Re¬

potted to Have Fallen While Fighting at

the Side of Maceo.Reports Doubted

by Minister De Lome.

Key West, Fla. Dec. 8..If the new#

that has been received here is correct the

probability is that General Antonio Maceo,
the noted Cuban leader, is dead.

General Clerujeda had a desperate battle
with the insurgents In Havana Province

yesterday. The Spanish troops were await¬

ing Maceo's forces. Some one had be¬

trayed Maceo to the Spaniards, they were

ambushed and when they approached heavy
firing began. The insurgents were demor¬

alized for the time being and retreated.

They rallied and attacked the Spanish lines
but were repulsed.
After the battle was over a stout gray-

haired mulatto answering the description
of Antonio Maceo and a youth who may

have been Gomez's son, were found among
the slain. The man answering the descrip¬
tion of Maceo had a heavy gold seal on his

finger, on the inside of which was in¬

scribed "Antonio by Maria," and a re¬

volver strapped to him manufactured by
Teleseopl Goldet.
The young man's head was resting on the

breast of the older man. They had died
together.
Both men had 011 underwear of the finest

s'.lk. The older's man's linen and black
silk embroidered socks bore the Initial
"A. M."
The youth had a notebook In his pocket,

giving a daily record of the campaign, be¬
ginning November 24 and ending on the
day of battle.

According to these notes his party had
reconnoitred the trocha December 4, and
passed It after a short skirmish on the 5th.
It was joined by Lieutenant Vasquez's
forces on the 6th, and on the 7th General
Sanchez and Colonels Acosta and Sartorius

joined It. A letter was also found In the
boy's pocket, which, It was thought, waiw

written by General Gomez. It was ad¬
dressed to "My dear son."
General Figuero, In a hand-to-hand en¬

counter, killed Chief Valencia.
Crossed the Spanish Line.

The news has also been received here that
General Antonio Maceo and a strong and
well-armed force, including the son of Gen¬
eral Maximo Gomez, had crossed the Span¬
ish trocha without much trouble. There
was severe fighting close to the city of
Havana.
In order to cross the Spanish military

line Maceo was forced to turn the flank of

Weyler's column. The Cuban was in the
rear of the Captain-General's forces and

near the Spanish base of supplies In Plnar
del Rio Province.

"Weyler Is supposed to be In the eastern

part of Plnar del Rio still trying to find

Maceo in the mountains. A rumor reached
here this afternoon that Weyler had been
wounded.

It is known that Gomez Is near the
Maceo forces. He had Intended to join the
armies and perhaps attack Havana. If
Maceo Is dead it is supposed that Gomez
will order the troops who were under
Maceo to join him. His original plans may
still be carried out.

SAYS MACEO IS DEAD.

Correspondent of a Madrid Paper Declares
the Cuban Chief and Young

Gomez Were Slain.

Madrid, Dec. 8..The Havana correspond¬
ent of the Imparcial has sent a dispatch
to that paper which has caused great re¬

joicing among the people of this city, who
take It for granted that the statements
made are true.

The correspondent claims that he has per¬
sonally made an investigation of reports
current In Havana of the deaths of Antonio
Maceo, second in command of the rebel
army, and the son of Maximo Gomez, the
.rebel Commander-in-Chief, and found them
to be true. In official circles the report is

accepted with reserve.

The correspondent briefly gives the details
the defeat by a Spanish force of 2,CXK) rebels
near Punta Brava, about twelve miles west

of Havana. The insurgents' loss Is placed
at forty killed.

DE LOME DOUBTS IT.

Spanish Minister Does Not Believe Gomez Is
Dead, Or That He Has Crossed

the Trocha.

Washington, Dec. 8..No information has

been received at the Spanish Legation of

the reported death of Maceo and the son of

Gomez, and the rumor is discredited by the

Spanish Minister. Senor De Lome stated

to-night that an event of such importance
would have been made known to the lega¬
tion at once. He gave as ground for his

disbelief that all dispatches sent from Jack¬

sonville purporting to treat of the Cuban
Insurrection have been found to be untrust¬

worthy.
"There is no way in which information of

the sort could reach Jacksonville," said he,

GENERAL ANTONIO ,

"without first passing through Key West
and Tampa. There is usually a Cuban
cause for the statements of this sort that

come from Jacksonville. Major Ciruyeda
Is fighting under the Captain-General, and

the killing of Maceo would have been re

ported at once to the headquarters and com¬

municated immediately to this legation.
The rumor is untrustworthy; It can have no

truth In It. This applies also to the report
that Maceo has crossed the Trocha. That

rumor comes also from Jacksonville, and is

equally unworthy of credence."

REPORTED DEAD BEFORE.

The Sixth Time It Has Been Announced
That General Maceo Has

Been Slain.

This is the sixth time In the present war

that the Spaniards have reported the death

of General Antonio Maceo.
For a while, it was their custom to an¬

nounce that either Maceo or Gomez had

been killed as a sort of counter-demonstra¬
tion whenever a Cuban victory was an¬

nounced. The fact that the present an¬

nouncement follows so closely after the

defeat of Weyler's Spanish columns In the

Rubl hills, does not add to Its creditabillty.
The very day after Maceo landed in Cuba

to join the present revolutionary movement

.in February, 1895,.his death was re¬

ported In the papers of Havana and Mad¬

rid. They were good and circumstantial
about It, too. Maceo started with only
nineteen menand the Spaniards described

hlw this little command was surrounded
In a log hut near Baracoa. According to

the reports Maceo's men were being picked
off one by one, when suddenly they made
a dash for the wood, and were all shot

down before they had gone two hundred

yard s.

They killed him a couple of times during
the first big raid a year ago, but did not

give details. On Febrpary 21 of this year,
however, he was killed with the utmost

circumstantiality near Jaruco. There was

an engagement that day, and acordlng to

the war bulletin given out at the Palace In

Havana, Maceo was killed by the fragment
of a shell. The news, acordlng to this Infor¬

mation, was corroborated by Insurgent pris¬
oners, who said that the whole rebel army
was bewailing the loss of their leader. They
anounced that local commandaut at Cata-
llna had picked up a magnificent saddle,
marked "A. M.," all covered with blood,
from the battle field, and unofficially It was

6tated that a detail of forty Spanish so!-
dlers, among them Anieeto Charvez. cor¬

poral, who fired the shell that killed the
rebej chief, was bringing Maceo's body to
Havana.
The last time Maceo's death was reported

was In July of this year. The news came

from Plnar del Rio. Maceo had not been
heard of for some time, when the news
was given out that peasants had come to
the city of Plnar del Rio, and agreed foi
a reward to bring the Commandant to
where Antanlo Maceo's body lay In a hid¬
den grava. Within a week or two It was

/ '//. > /' / '

"AAGEO ON HIS WAR-MORSE JARAGUEOA

CLEVELAND TO
GENERALCRESPO.

Writes to Venezuela's Presi¬
dent, Highly Praising

the Treaty.
Recommends Acquiescence in

the Arrangement Made
by Olney.

No Better Solution Possible, He
Says, of the Eoundary

Dispute.
LETTER PUBLISHED IN CARACAS.

Reply of the Chief Executive of the South
American Republic Is Couched

in Cordial but Diplo¬
matic Teims.

Caracas, Venezuela, via Hayti,
Dec. 8..The Government to-day
publishes a personal letter from
President Cleveland to President
Crespo, in regard to the Guiana
boundary treaty, which has been

agreed upon between Mr. Olney,
the American Secretary of State,
and Lord Salisbury, the British
Prime Minister.
The reply of President Crespo is

also published and the Venezuelan
public has thus been made aware

of the steps that led up to this coun¬

try's acquiescence in the arrange¬
ment.

In his letter Mr. Cleveland com¬

mended the terms of the treaty to

the chief executive of Venezuela
and with many expressions of in¬
ternational courtesy advises its ac¬

ceptance as the best possible solu¬
tion to all concerned of the long

SCENE OF WEYLER'S OFERATiONS IN FINAR DEL RIO.

learned that Maceo had been slightly
vounded on the heel of the right foot, but
ihe coincidence of a trifling wound and a

report of his death would hardly explain
the tale of the peasants, who knew where
be was burled.

WAR WILL CONTINUE.

Delegate Palma Says That If' Maceo Has
Been Ki'led Other Leaders Wi!i

Come to the Front.

Delegate Tomas Estrada Palma said:
"I can hardly believe this terrible report,

but if it is true we can but regret the loss
of this wonderful man. He is one of the
greatest generals of the century, a man en¬

dowed with so many high and noble quali¬
ties that it is difficult to tind his equal as a

man and a soldier.
"However much we inay deplore this

great loss, we are confident that the revolu¬
tion will go on just the same, because at
this stage it has reached a point where suc-

cesss is assured for the patriots in arms.
We have other generals who will come to
the front and prove equal to the task en-'
trusted to them In making Cuba free.

"I knew Maceo personally in Cuba during
the ten years' war. I tfns there nine years
and esteemed him most highly. I had
every opportunity to study the great man.

He proved equal to all occasions. He was

a good and noble man in his family. I
know bis. wife, his mother; also knew his
six brothers. His father and all these

brothers, except Thomas, who was wound¬
ed, died fighting to free Cuba. They were

true patriots of the highest type.
"General Maceo's wife, now living In

Costa Riea, is a noble woman.a true lady
with a big, generous heart. She has been

always ready to make every sacrifice for
the Cuban cause.
"Maceo. like President Diaz, of Mexico,

was a gelf-made man. By his own indus¬

try hoi-educated himself and became accom¬

plished in many branches of learning. His
judgment was remarkable, and he under¬
stood men and their motives. His discre¬
tion was extraordinary. His patriotism
was lofty and disinterested. As a soldier
and an officer he was one of the most obe¬
dient to the law and his superiors. He was

never insubordinate.
"The difficult position that he held so

long and the great hardships he endured
were proof of his high character as a sol¬
dier and a general.
Maceo has been in the United States sev¬

eral times.In 1878-79, and he returned In
1891-92. «
A noted characteristic of Mameo was his

calmness and great firmness in emerg¬
encies. He actcd more than he talked,
and always kept his own counsel.
"Again, I must say that I can scarcely

believe that he has been killed. We have
received nothing to that effect !n our dis¬
patches to the delegation. It should be re¬

membered that General Maceo has been
killed many times by the Spaniards In
their official repoi'ts.

pending question.
President Crespo answers in cor¬

dial, but diplomatic, terms.
He expresses the gratitude of his

Government and people toward the
United States and adds the belief
that the Congress of Venezuela will
undoubtedly give the treaty the at¬

tention that it deserves.
Minister Andrade and Attorney

Storrow, who have been charged
with Venezuela's interests in this
matter, will leave for New York oil .

Thursday.
SECOND HAND ENTERPRISE

Nov. Let the "cun" Jump to the Front and
S n I a Rowboat or a Cata¬

maran.

New Brunswick, X. J., Dec. 8..A
schooner-rigged steam yacht, 300-horse
power, chartered by the New York World
of a Poughkeepsie party, left New York
nt 4 a. m. to-day and tied up here to-night
to patch up sonic breaks.
She is bound for Key West, but is taking

the Inside canals where possible. The boat
has no name Uve "No. 83," ami the engi¬
neer says she Is to carry news between Ha¬
vana and Key West, lie doubts her scftr
worthiness.


